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HOUSES IN WESTERN AUSTRALIA.

By A, R. L. Wrigin, Licenfiate R.1.B.A., President of W.A.
Institnte ot Avchiteets.

(Kead 11t March, 1919.)

The subject of this paper is of a different chavacter from those
subjects usnally discussed in lectures of this Society. Tt is, Low-
ever, a very important oneg, as the health of the community is so
largely dependent upon satistactory housing conditions. Moreover,
since we all live in houses, it is a snbject of oeneral interest: the
layman as well as the architeet can discover inconveniences or othier
faults of the house he ocenpies, or he has ideas of what a louse
should he to suit his particular views.

Speaking generally, liouses must be well sitnated, pleasant to
look upon, healthy to tive in, and earefally studied in their arrange-
ments, whilst at the same time being economieally and substantially
built. To secure these virtnes great skill and matnre knowledge are
essential 1n the designer, probably in a ereater degree than is re-
quired for a move complex and expensive hnilding,  T'his faet is not
generally known, and all kinds ol people take it npon themselves to
builld houses without the most elementary training for the work,
whilst any architect of experienee has heard enongh opinions from
so-called practical people to make an expert of him. It is a popular
idea amnongst ladies who ave interested in lionses that an urehiteet
cither never heard of such a thing as a enpboard, or, from natural
infirmity comnon to his elass, lias not sullicient skill to desien one.
It s diffienlt to remove thai inpression and f{rom the houses one
sees in this conntry [ think the opinion is ¢uite jnstiliable, and that
is one of the reasons For (he reading of this paper,

A Louse may he a mansion, a villi, or a eotlage, but whatever
1t 1s, it should be of a desien adapted to the loeal ¢limate and eir-
cnmstances, and of materals readily obtainable in the neighbour-
hood. '

On this vast ¢ontment, extending throngh many latitndes, with
varied ehlimates, soil, and local building materials, we require tmany
different types of dwellines. A honse for Perth is not suitable for
Carnarvon, nor is a country house at Kojonup right for Kimberley.
The requirements ave entively different both for elimate and ma-
terial.

In Spain and Ttaly the houses differ materially from those in
England in style and arrangenient, and they are not interchangeable.
Yet in Australia one bnilds honses in semi-tropical parts almost fit
for an English town. As fur as ciremmstances go, the canvas shanty
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of the goldfields and the woodeniter’s slab hut have more of fitness
for the locality and cireumstances than many off our ordinary houses.

Our usual type of dwelling is derived [rom England, whereas
our climate and ways of living eall for an [talian house, with its
piazza, plain clevation, and heavily projecting eaves.  We have
copied our verandalis and baleonies from Holland and Germany,
but the inside of the house is certainty Fnglish. There has been
Little attempt at designing a veally Ausiralian house.  Omne mght
at first glanee say that the ordinary Quneensland wooden houses ave
colonial, but thev ave not, their only idiosyneracy being the height
they are built off the gronnd. This serves no good purpose, and
only reminds one of the ancieut Swiss lake-dwellings.

Now, many ol us are trying to copy some (alifornian type of
house, but transplanting it from a block ol an acre or two to one
of 40 feet or less {rontage only converts it into a cartailed mongrel.
More especially, when the roof is covered with that material so muneh
prized by Aunstralians, viz., corrueated walvamised iron of Gospel
Oak, Anchor, or Ovb brand. Tt is hateful to look at, hut fortunatelv
il is no longer cheap.  As an alternative, we sorietimes nse tiles,
but that is beeause they come from Franece. 11 thev had orizinally
been made in Australia they wonld never have come into nse, for
the Aupstralian is a free lover and prefers every country’s products
to Ins own; even including soldiers’ wives.  [Por this reason, there
18 still ouly %) of a man to the sqnare mile over the whole avea of
Australia. A country that 18 endowed by natnre with very possible
material for building, titting and furnishing a honse still rakes ihe
furthest ends of the eavth for them: as a nalion T suppose we beat
every other m onr nmports of those articles. My aim is {o bring
abont the building of « house of _lustralian type with Australian
ma'erials, for .lustralians to live in.

ITow bountifully we are supplied with forests of building tim-
bers of every kind, hard and soft, and of the most heautiful in the
world for lurniture and cabinet work. Can we find anything hand-
somer than the Queensland cedar or our jarrall for red timbers, Tas-
maman blackwond, teak, or Queensiond hean tree for 1)1'(:\\'1{, anil
all the varieties of light-coloured tinubers for lining walls or ceilings.
and for furniture? Figli hundred eatalogued varieties in Quecnsland
alone!  And vet we tmport “British oak’ rom Aunstria and Japan.
fir from the Balfie, and orvegon frow Ameriea.  Some makers are
actually sellmg tuwrniture made of Ausiralian timbers under the
name of English oak, as they know it will sell more readily than
nnder the proper Anstralian name. Why did we leave off using
locally-made pantiles and onr fine old sheaoak shingles and take to
culvanised ivon, therehy encouraging people in the dirty habit of
drinking roof water mixed with the blow-off from filthy strects? IFf
a material or an artiele cannot be fonnd or manufactured in one
State, it is possible to get it from another, witliout leaving this Cin-
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finent at all. et us be jmbued with a national feelmg and promote
the use ol our own produets.

When one hag the selection ol one’s home, one should first con-
sider the loeality, then the street, and then the bloek, and it is fairly
certain that one will considerably modify s requivements hefore a
decision is wmirived at. Means of access, distance. snvroundings, and
lealthiness lave all to he taken into accoount. Bt onee having set-
tled all these points, the actual home enclosure is one’s own particu-
Jar husiness, and i one is nol competent to deal with that hmself,
the obvions method s to consult an expert adviser, or to employ
him altogether.  Butl whoever the adviser may be, let it be certain
Le s not what s known as “a practical man.”  ile s as 1ignovant as
a Bolshevik, and as brainless as a kewpie. 1le 1s not practieal, but o
vain fool, and taking his advice generally entails wasted expense and
dissatisfaction.

I am confining my future remarks chiefly fo the metropolitan
area, as the subject is too vast to travel over the State,

The loolish stereotyped method ol subdividing land without res-
pect to local features or contours, and blocks in the one Toeality being
ail of the smme size, makes the ehoice of a building site very trouble-
some.  Until town planning has been m vogue for many years one
will have to snbmit to the evils resulting [rom this method, and sulfer
the harassing rvestrictions of antiqualed mneiciral by-laws.  These
are henctits of civilisation which we shall probably confer on the
inhabitants ol our aboni-to-be-acquired German colonies who are
at present living the healty life that all uncivilised aborigines enjoy.

A ehain frontage is, | think, the least one can put up with.
The usnal -0 o1 50 feet block is really too narvow for an ordinary
house for a family of, say, six persons in comfortable eirenmstanees.
Oue’s neighbours are too near, and there 1s not sulficient room to
property adapt the house to the proper aspeet for the varions com-
pariments. The result is that one sees so manv honses wineh are,
c0 to speak, “too big for their hoots.” This is notably the case in
the mosgl soneght-For localities.  Honses for artisans have in this res-
pect, a (istinet advantage over others, and many of them are well
and pleasanily loeated.  But the professional man or the husiness
nian, who likes two or three sitting roows, has a trouble in settling
a house of his vequirements on a block of sueh restricted frontage.
This hrines abont the congesfed anpearance that some streets pre-
sent, and it produces monotonv in that there s nat sullicient space
arouna the honse for shirabberies, ete., which =0 largely conduce
to the heolth and charm of a dwelhng, The setting of a honse 1s
as mmportant as the avehitectural featuves, which should he as few
as possible, and altogether it should display dignified simplieity.
One or two extremely plain looking honses about Perth strike me
as particularly charming on account of the free-and-casy, not stiff,
arrangement or want of arrangement of trees, shrnbs, and walks.
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The ever-recurring conch-grass lawns, and the neatly trimmed hedees
which are gradually atlaining to the heiehf ol a lamp  post, pall
on the passer-by, md they also display a lack of thonght or interest
in not devisive something more varied. It iy pleasanter to look at a
garden where one can throw down o mateh, or where children ean
play, without causing disfigurement. The dvawing-room earpef out
of doors 1= neither comfortable nor homelyv. Ilonses not being asy-
haiis or gaols, there s ne vecessity for euclosine them with hizh
hedwes whicl hold the dist off the road aud check the hreeze, unless
to hide the hed peatly avanced alouzside the front door outside the
drawing room window—an arrangement entailed by bad planning.

Peopie wivht remember that there are other hedee shrubs hestdes
wacrocarply, pittosporum. plumbago, and box.  The macrocarpia ov
pittosporam hedues and the green pateh in front of the honse have
been done to death in Perth, and a change is required.  In many
cases the abgence of a hedge or fenee would be a ddistinet nmprove-
ment.

‘Tarning our thoughts to the stvle of Tiouse most snitable for a
suburb, we fnd tle ecotfave fype prevails, and rightly zo, as il is
simple and eeonomical, and it can be made as pleasing as desived.
Now ilhat the garden city idea has begun to he applied to the devel-
opent of subirbnn estaies. there will be less crowding, larger gar-
denz, 1ore open spraces, and houses gronped with regard to arehi-
teciaral effeet.  Aspeet and vista, and ereater freedown of desion,
can then be considered.  “ITouges are huilt to live in, and nol to
look on,” said Francis Bacon, hnt fortunalely this aphorisin was nst
aeeepted m his day, nor should it he in ours. Too often the exterior
of the house secems to he designed to suil {he street or road, with a
pretentions tront, defaced by snperlinous aud meritricions ornamen-
tation. whilst the sides are plain aud raueh, and the back mean andi
squalid. A house should suggest refinement, repose, and individ-
uality, and present an honest face to every quarter,  What is more
vilgar than o house with the brick front painted with hideous so-
called tuckpointing, and the adjacent sides of plain bad hrickwork,
or i hoavded wall imitatine stone Lloeks? I Adelaide T saw 1 honse
with stamped zine muitation stone weather-hoards in front ant eor-
rogated dvon o the side walls! There 15 move sham anl shoddy
work ahout many of the wodern honses than in those of yvears awo.
The ol 1ed brick pensioner’s houses nresent an air of honest ve-
strectabihity entively lacking in hundreds of more recent ercetions.
“Desian with heanty; build in truth” is the moito ot the London
Avchitectural Association.  Let ns avoid shams botlt in construction
and i maferials,

The controlling faetor o the design of any building is the lan.
1T we have Iieher ideals of home Iife, and corvespondingly hivher
and more complex vequirements in planning, these must have the
most important effeet on the exterior—on the stvle of the design.
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Ruskin said something to the effect that a building in whieh the roof
15 not a prominent feature cannot be eonsidered of wood desien,
but he was not ihinking of a galvanised iron or ashestos roof. Amnd
it 1s. of course, well known that in arranging the plan of a lhonse,
one always hears the roofing in mind.

In studying the planning of honses in Western Australia, it
appears to he almost a rule to hring the hest vooms to the [vont of
the house, wrrespective of aspect and conventence. The narrow width
of frontage may, in many eases, acconnt for this, but offen it could
by more emsideraiion he avoided.  Little vegard is paid to the pri-
vacy of the bedrooms, and the sitting room and kitehen, where, in
many cases, the lady of {he house has o spend the ereater portion
ot the time, often look out on {he side fence. Tn many cases the sun
never shines mto these apartments.  There shoud he no eloomy
rooms, and the door of the best hedroom should not he opposite the
front door.

Very great aftention to the kitehen will have {o e paud in
future, as the lack of dowmestic assistance will he areater thau ever.
Consequently, it must be conveniently situated, of fair dimensions,
well ventilated and lighted, with a eheerful lookoul, and provided
with every confrivance to save lahour, and to render the duties pror-
formed thevein ag palatable as is pessible. 1 might alhmost say that
it shonld lave more consideration than any other apartment.  The
stove should be placed so that the dranght does not blow ouf the
ashes, and with the arelt high enoneh to allow one to look into e
pots withoui striking one's head, and it possible it shonld have a lieht
at the back of the fiveplace. The sink should preferably he movahle
and away from {he wallg, not enclosed underueath, the pive for the
tap heing extended and the drainpipe defachable to discharge into
a fixed outlet in the floor. The walls shonld have a hard-faced dado
all round of tiles or cement, whilst the upper portion should he oil
painted, or waslahle distemper. No woulding or avehitraves, skirt-
ing, or doors shonld be allowed as these are dust traps, and  all
angles of walls shonld be rounded at infersections and at floor and
ceiling.  The cuphoards for erockery shonld lave elazed shding
doors, and the pots shonld be placed on proper shelves, or hune
on proper hracketing, and not have to he deposited on the floor.
LT the sink or table have to touch the wall, the dado shonld he high
enongh to keep splashes off the main portion of wall. TF there is no
ice-chest, there should he a cool sale set avainst a lonvred opening in
an outer wall.

The Taundry should be adjacent to the kitehen, and a decent
apartinent, not a rough shed.  The copper-hoiler and tubs should
have lids, and there shonld he an ironing-table and hineed skivt
board to fold up against the wall.  The walls shoald be at least of
neat brickwork  whitewashed, or Jjarrah hoarding, the corling of
painted jarrah hoards, with a ventilator, and the four of polished



67

cement conerete, vintoid, or red earthienware squares. There should,
it possible, he a hroom-cupbouard, or otherwise suitable pegs.

The other rooms would he desiened to suit the individual tastes
of the owner, and it is not possible to deal with them in erienso
in this paper. 1 think, however, Lhat economy of labour, and sim-
plicity of dexign should govern the general rooms.  TFor small yooms
it is not necessary (o have them as lofty as the lareer ones; 10 feet,
or even nine feet, would often be sufficient height.  The position of
doors and windows and fireplaces should be carefnlly studied with
an eve to the emplacing of fnrniture.  Windows should extend
as (a1 down {o floor and up to the ceiling as possible. The air above
window openings 1= more or less stagnant, The style of window
shonld he varied to sait the rvooms. A sunpler treatment of wood-
work should he adopted; the prevalent moulded mrehifraves, skirt-
imgs, and eornices coutd morve fitlhy he plain to avoid harbourmy
dust and to look less vulgar than many T have seen. The eentre-
flower in the ceiling, and the coved cornice, might well be dispensed
with. The modern way of {reating the ceiling and deep frieze in
continuation fo the pietnre rail is a good and pleasing practice,
The treatment of the walls ean be simple or more elaborate, all ace-
cording to taste and fitness.

In a wooden house, the walls and ceilings, instead of heing plas-
tered, might be of Anstralian timber boarding, divided into panels
by plain strps if funds will permit.  Where plastered or bhoarded
the cething might also display the ceiling joists with eood effect,

The trade size of doors is of unpleasant proportions, the nmetre
it gives a betfer appearance. The fonr panels have also had a
long min; let us have something fresh. On the continent of Furope
doors very often have curved heads and look well.  Folding or
shding doors arve often more convenient than doors in one leaf for
large rooms.  Bedroom doors shonld have opening fanlights.

The fixed lavatory with water laid on is, to my mind, a good
mnovation For hiedrooms, as the principal washing is done in the
bath-rooamn.  With a neat tiled back it eould be made a pleasing fea-
ture in a room, and save labour.

In houses with a drainage system there shonld be a slop sink
i proper closet.

The dining room shonld have near commnnication with the kit-
chen. One shonld not have to pass the front door nor walk a 30t
passage to bhiing in meals.

Although many people have another opinion, [ hold that a
Visitor shonld be able to go into the dining or drawing rooms withont
passing a bedroom door, and 1 know no good reason for placing the
principal bedroom in the front of the house, unless it is for the
owner to he handy to attack an intrnding harglar, who, by the way
seldom enters by the front deor. . -
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There should be ample cupboards for linen, stores, clothes,
hoxes, ete., conveniently disposed about the house. There is a sad
lack ol these necessities in most honses.

The bathvoom 1z, 1T am pleased to say, an objecet of great in-
terest to most Nustralians, and where means allow, it is evervthing
that it should be. The modern enstom of putting it in the house,
instead o on the hack verandaly, or under the house among the piles,
as they often do 1n Queensland, is where it should he. Tt micht be
still better placed amongst the bedroums, and not hetween the draw-
Ing and dining rooms ax In many cases | know.  In passine plun-
her's shops, 1 note that plain galvanised iron haths are still sold.
They should be prohibited, as also the sinks of the same material,
I'f one cannot aiford the expenge of the enamel steel balh, the locally
made cement ones are a good snbstitute.  The washtronehs of this
material are fortnnately gradually coming into wse, and are within
the means of all lLonseholders,  The English pattern o common
stoneware sink is a very suitable adticle and is made here, hut, on
acconnt. of some vegulation ! undevstand the imported steel one
must he nsed.  As I have before stated, it ghould be possible to nse
local manufacture for evervthing abouwl a louge: the demand will
create the supply. We should copr the Mericans in (hinking that
what our own conntry produces is hest for ns.

Before leaving this part of the subject, 1 wish to call atiention
to the usual position of (he K.C., mostly obirusive and wnsightly,
inconvenient in <ickness, aud probably very often the eause of colds.
I there is a soewerage svstem. there is no 2ood reason avainst having
it insude the house, 1 otherwise. it shoulil ha nearer {he dwelling
and camoutlaged by attachment to a woodshed or washhonse. As at
present, 1t is a vulgur abowmination. The inside treatment is also bad
and vough. Ilarvd, smooth-plastered ceiling and walls, or wood lin-
ing, and a good ¢lose Hoor, either of coment o wood, are veruisite.
The seat should invariably he of polished jarvali: in Fngland {hey
always use polished mahogany.  The existing by-laws should he
altered to suit these requirements.

Rogarding the materials for constineling the house, the primary
factor is cost.  One should, it possible, employ materials obtainable
i the localityv: stone or brick, if available, otlierwise wood, ashestos,
slate, or a mixtnre of all. The now popnlar red brick and cement
rough-cast for walls, and rved tiles for the roof, are not easilv im-
proved npon.  The qualilies to he avoided, hoth in ricks and {iles,
are those which many people seem to value most Iichly—brightness,
nniformity of tint, and smoothness of surface, therehy producing a
stiff doll's-housv appearanee.  One shonld use those with @eeiden-
tal variation of tint, which aids artistie effeet, and tones down to a
pleasant mellow harmony. Very often a more rngeed and massive
stvle of walling might be erceted: the pretty, smooth kind prevails
too mich.  Good brieks and files are now made loeally, or elsewhere
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in Ausiralia, and even thongh the first cost of the latter is relatively
high, they permanently add to the duration, comtort, and appearan-e
of a hinildineg. The makers will, lowever, have to produce a lichter
plain ridging to replace the existing elmsy and heavy one. Cheap
plain flat red tiles in varied shades <hould ulso be mannfactured
For use on rools and as allernative covering for walls,  Slates and
won are both stiff i appearance, and the latter allows the heat {o
pass throueh.

The verandali 15 & very unportant part ol a house, for besides
protecting it from the sun's rays, it serves the purpose ot a sitiing
place, and, now-a-days, it is in eeneral use for sleeping oui, Tt is
therefore, worthy of beinrg treated as an infegral portion of the
Imtlding, and instead ol the general paltey eonsiruction with much
unnecessary woodwork and mean turned posts, it wonld be more
digmified with stout columns or ruasonyy piers, heavy heams and a
cood root. The tloor shonld preferably he ol couerete or tiles—red
eartienware squares beine very suitable.  Tu the country, a verandah
around the house secms to be appropriate, hut in town or the soh-
urbs it 1s sullicient to have one in a suitable position, not necessarily
near the entrance, of spacious dimensions, for sitting ahout, and
another for sleeping out near the hedrooms.  This latfer might be
lonvied o enclosed with fly-proot” gauze, or it might have windows
and louvies. At any rafe, the air should he always in motion throuzh
the verandali, and the beds shonld not be exposed to pnblie view, as
they cencrally ave, Wall heds micht be used where space is limited.

The oseillating portal wall-hed is a very convenient methmil of
disposing of the heds out of sight in the davtime, hut ol cowrse this
adds considerably to the initial cost of a house—abont ©40 per hed.

Sleeping-out, with thick blinds hune on to (he verandal, is
hardly mrore healthy than sleeping indoars,

It 18 strange that although most honsges have the roof itehed
Famly high, no nse is made of the space hetween that and the ceiling.
It is a greal waste of space.  Without goine to muneh expense in
the way of a staivease, a plain (light of stairs could be constructord
and a large porfion of the roof space enelosed as aifies.  These
could be used as servants’ bedroows and box rooms, or provide o
good playroom for children.  Of conrse, the size of the attie wonld
not-conform {o the size of the rooms helow and it would be unneces
sary to carry np the lower walls,  Single hoarded pattifions oniv
would bhe required in the attie, and asbestos or plaster hoards wanld
form the ecilings and keep ont the heat,  Dormer windows properly
Placed wonld give plenty of ventilation, and, if properly constrneted,
there 1s no reason to fear that atties would he too hot.

Respecting woodeu honses, the municipal anthoritios wrongly
vestriet their erection to eertain areas in the suburban townslnps,
thereby greatly damagine anr thiher industry, and entaling un-
neeessary additional expenditure for brick or stone. In many cases
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this leads to people refraining from bwilding. There is a foohsle
prejudice against wooden lhiouses, whereas vou all have seen tn maga-
zincs, einemas, cte,, what delightful timber buildings are erected in
America. | do not refer to Queensland as, althongh the houses there
are principally wood, they ave generally of sueh mean type that one
wonld not be indueed to employ that material after seeing them, A
house with stone or brick base and walls partly of weatherboards
and shingles of tiles, pleasingly internuxed, can he made to salisfy
the taste of most people. 1L ean be rendered absolutely water-fight
and to last a century.  Sueh a house with proper insulation in walls
i1s cool In stummer and warm i winter.

I have already solliciently animadverted on the use of galvan-
ised iron for roots, and I extend this objection to fences. No pub-
lic authority should allow a galvamsed iron fence to be erected
alongside a street: it 1s an offence against good taste.  Boards or
split palings cun be uzed wlinel will tone down with age and produce
a homely artistiz appearance, and be equally enduring and pur-
poselul,

Fmally, let hauseliolders study landscape gardening, then they
will diseover how, by comparalively simple arrangement, an ordin-
ary butlding bloek can he made a pleasuve to themselves and to the
general public. 1t has always slrock me as a display of selfishness
to hide onr gardens hehind c¢lose hedges. 1t is the duty of every
citizen to assist 1w improving the fown he inhabits and te promote the
welfare of his fellow men. Surely it one has been blessed with means
to ereel a good dwelling with a beautiful garden, one might at least
share th's pleasure with those who pass by, some of whoin wmay be
in less forlunate cirenmstances.  In this respect, Continental, Amer-
ican, and Canadian people put Fnghsh people to shame, The gar-
dens in front of their houses ave visible to everyhody and add ereatly
to the charm of their cities. 1f 1 were a town-councillor, 1 should
endeavour to bring in a hy-law prohibiting a high close hedge or
fenee in front of a residence. We should all help te make the City
Beautiful and thereby elevate our fellows.

This paper does not pretend to give any instructions, nor to
dogmatise 1 any way. KEveryone has lhis own particular ideas and
most of you probably have at one time o1 another heen interested in
buildings, but these few remarks will serve as reminders.

The plans shown arve simply an indication of the essential fea-
tures to make a comfortable home, and are all cutirely different in
arrangenient ol” the various apartwments. DBemng drawn fo {he same
seale, compartson is made easier.  One can vary any plan in muny
different ways, and 1t 1s not possible within the scope of tlis paper
to 1lnstrate the exteriors. Youn can see them in plenty in various
publications, also 1 believe at some drapery or other establishments.
in the ecity.
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